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@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

The Patterson Foundation
Digital Access for All Initiative (DA4A)

TPF Strengthens People, Organizations, and Communities

in ways that foster wide participation.

• Charlotte

• DeSoto

• Manatee

• Sarasota
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@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

The DA4A Journey

● Exploration beginning June 2020

● Local/Regional/National 

Perspectives & Viewpoints

● Focus on ALICE Households

● Two Critical Questions:

○ “Who else cares?”

○ “What are the possibilities?”
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@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

The Three Essential Elements

Availability

Affordability

Reliability

Speed

Digital Literacy

Skills-Building

Ongoing Support

Capability

Affordability

Accessibility
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@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

Digital Access for All Initiative
2020 - 2023 Milestones

• 42+ blog posts on digital access

• 35 DA4A newsletters

• 38 digital access articles from 
aspirations to action

• 38+ presentations to national and 
regional organizations

• 90+ interviews with county, city and 
community leaders

• 12 webversations with partners in our  
4-county area 

• 26 presentations to local, national and 
regional audiences

• 170+ research reports and resources 
collected and curated



@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

Support – Programs in place
Affordable Connectivity Program

2 Steps to Enroll:

o Go to ACPBenefit.org to 

submit an application or print 

out a mail-in application.

o Contact your preferred 

participating provider to 

select a plan and have the 

discount applied to your bill.

http://acpbenefit.org/


@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

Suncoast Digital Navigator 
   Network & The GAP

• A custom training course developed and delivered through the 
sponsorship of TPF  

• 3 cohorts completed 8 nonprofit organizations certified
✓ 28 Digital Navigators certified in the 4-County region 

✓ Digital Navigators assist with ACP enrollment, devices & skills training 

referrals, but are located at their own organizations in other jobs. 

 

• The GAP includes ACP Engagers who are trained SCGLR 
Engagement Team Members that assist with intake assessment 
screening for appointments with Digital Navigators   



@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

Recent DA4A Alignment with Suncoast 
Remake Learning Days 

2023 – over 25,000 Participants 

10-Day Learning Festival – 206 events

o Arts

o Maker

o Outdoor Learning

o Science

o Technology 

o Youth Voice

o Professional Development
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@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

Digital Access & Equity Realities

• By 2030, half of the workforce in the U.S. will be working remotely.

• While the government will make one of the largest investments in nationwide 

broadband, $1.2 trillion-dollar Bipartisan Infrastructure and Jobs Act of 2021, the 

investment will not fully fund new, innovative, experimental, and sustainable 

connectivity needs.

• Until 2020, .04% of overall philanthropic dollars in the U.S. were invested in 

Digital Access.

• Regardless of a foundation’s mission, addressing the pressing concerns of 

digital access and inclusion will touch everything we do as a society.
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@ThePattersonFdn #DigitalAccessForAll

DA4A  
National Philanthropy Scan
Purpose:

• Unearth where funders are invested in Digital Access and gain perspective on their strategies, 

approaches, successes, and challenges.

Approach:

• Interviewed 48 funders & organizations about their work in Digital Access, Equity, and Inclusion, 

conducted 8 national workshops in their work to close the Digital Divide sharing insight to local, regional, 

national & international funder audiences with co-host the Campaign for Grade Level-reading.

Sharing Knowledge:

• Sharing knowledge far and wide to strengthen people, organizations, and communities is a core tenet to 

TPF’s approach and work. The insight TPF gained from these workshops has shaped how our team 

approaches Digital Access. A final report will be published in August. 
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Thank You!
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We will be using Padlet to share our stories and 

collaborate with all of you in cultivating your 

experiences. 

Please use this link to access our Padlet: 

https://padlet.com/mamfahr/digital-connectivity-in-

communities-fde5jus2yz7ev7s9 

https://padlet.com/mamfahr/digital-connectivity-in-communities-fde5jus2yz7ev7s9
https://padlet.com/mamfahr/digital-connectivity-in-communities-fde5jus2yz7ev7s9
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